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Laughing Gull September 1, 2005

On routine birding visit to the Church Rd area of the Green Lane Reservoir on September
1, 2005, 10:30 AM EDT, I observed a lone juvenile Laughing Gull(Larus atricilla) in a
small group of Ring-billed Gulls(Larus delawarensis)...perhaps a dozen or so. Views of
the bird were made both flying and on the water as close as twenty meters. Optical
equipment employed were Baush and Lomb Elite 8 x 44 binoculars and a Swift 15 — 60x
spotting scope. Weather was sunny.

As distinguished from Ring-billed Gull, the longer-winged, more elegant flight was
apparent as were the obvious dark legs. White uppertail/rump very noticeable in contrast
to black tail. On the water, its more-attenuated profile was easily ascertained. The head
and face were quite dusky with no definitive hood, this duskiness extending down onto
the breast and sides. The mantle was dusky gray-brown and scaly with some but not
much gray feathering indicating the beginning of molt into 1* Winter plumage. The bill
was dark, heavy and drooping.

Green Lane Reservior... this portion in Upper Hanover Townshin. Monteomerv Countv
Observer: George Franchois, 911 Lake Lane, Pennsburg, PA

Experience: birding for 36 years (many shore trips incl)

Positive ID on this bird

Date submitted: Dec 19, 2005



Record No: 337-02-2005

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation — Round One

Species: Laughing Guil (Larus atricilla)

Date of Sighting: 1 September 2005 to 1 September 2005
Location: GREEN LANE RESERVOIR

County : MONTGOMERY

Observer(s): George Franchois

Date of Submission: 2005
Submitted by: George Franchois

Written Description: Yes Photo: No
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